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Scopoletin has prev ious ly  been isolated f rom the epigeal par t  of A. santol inifol ia  col lected during the f lowering 
stage [1]. 

We have studied this species  of wormwood col lected in the budding per iod in the basin of the R. Chon-Kemin 
(Kirghiz SSR). The epigeal par t  of the plant was ext rac ted  with hot water  (75-85 ° C) and the aqueous ex t rac t  was 
shaken with chloroform.  After  e l iminat ion of the solvent,  the res idue  c rys ta l l i zed .  Chromatography in a thin layer  
of s i l i ca  gel fixed with gypsum in an ethyl ace t a t e - to luene  (1 : 3) sys tem gave two spots of a coumarin  nature, v is ib le  
in UV light, with Rf 0.2 and 0.3. The coumar ins  were  separa ted  by p repa ra t ive  chromatography.  

The f i r s t  substance with mp 203 ° C was shown by mixed mel t ing point and by compar i son  of IR spec t ra  to be 
scopoletin.  

The second substance was conver ted by methylat ion with diazomethane into herniar in ,  mp 117 ° C (from ether) 
[2]. By d i r ec t  compar i son  it was identified as umbel l i fe ronc  [3]. This is the f i r s t  t ime that umbel l i fe rone  has been 
obtained f rom the genus Ar temis i a .  
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